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1. Position and division of responsibilities with the two volumes of The Emergence of 
Meaning
This specialist framework is not a third rewriting of meaning theory. It converts the core boundaries in The Emergence 
of Meaning, Volume I: Operating Principles of a Future Civilization, locked edition V2.1, and The Emergence of Meaning, 
Volume II: Real Life in a Future Civilization, locked edition V1.2, into operating interfaces that Nebula's institutional, 
resource, intelligence, and governance systems can use.

Volume I explains how meaning moves from real subjects into structures and undergoes real-world testing. Volume II 
uses the course of a person's life to test whether civilization genuinely reaches lived experience. This framework 
answers only operational questions for Nebula: when to remain silent, how to carry projects and relationships forward, 
which records may persist, who may delete them, how contribution avoids absorbing meaning, and how digital 
continuity avoids overstepping the subject.

2. Enjoyment, interest, happiness, and meaning

Concept Timescale Main sources Relationship to meaning

Enjoyment Immediate or short cycle Games, the body, humor, 
sensory experience, and ease

Can lack long-term meaning 
while remaining genuinely 
important

Interest Short to medium term
Novelty, curiosity, stories, 
exploration, and cognitive 
tension

Often an entry point into 
meaning, but need not become 
meaning

Happiness Overall medium- to long-term 
experience

Safety, the body, relationships, 
freedom, everyday life, and 
choice

Meaning is one part of it, not all 
of it

Meaning Long term and across subjects
Commitment, relationships, 
creation, responsibility, and 
real consequences

May accompany pleasure or 
pain

Nebula must not treat enjoyment without grand meaning as low-value, or package difficult projects of meaning as 
continuous happiness. A complete civilization allows people to move freely among play, love, rest, exploration, 
creation, commitment, and letting go.

3. The minimum operating chain for the emergence of meaning
1. Real subjects develop concerns, judgments, wishes, and meaning in their present lives within concrete 
circumstances.

2. Meaning enters reality through expression, relationships, action, creation, and responsibility.

3. Multiple independent subjects form new combinations and communities through shared commitment.

4. Structures carry resources, coordination, memory, and long-term responsibility forward, but do not acquire 
ownership of meaning.

5. Real-world consequences and feedback over time test the original judgments.

6. New relationships, capabilities, responsibilities, and civilizational directions emerge from this process.

The emergence of meaning is not the best answer predicted by a system. It is a new reality that no single subject, single 
model, or existing structure can fully prescribe in advance.
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3.1 What Nebula may and may not do

Nebula may Nebula may not

Protect the conditions for subjects' expression, action, and 
community formation Declare a subject's true meaning from behavioral data

Connect resources, capabilities, relationships, and real-world 
feedback Choose subjects' directions through recommendations

Record concrete facts, responsibilities, failures, and repairs Compress meaning into a total score or ranking

Provide continuity and exit for long-term projects Bind members permanently in the name of meaning

4. Five forms of continuity of meaning

Form of continuity Content Boundary

Relational continuity A person's real influence on others 
continues to enter their lives

Must not create the illusion that the real 
person remains present

Continuity of experience
Knowledge, skills, failures, repairs, and 
judgments are taken up by those who 
come later

Must not turn situated experience into 
rigid instructions

Continuity of responsibility
Long-term projects, commitments, and 
consequences have clearly identified 
successors to responsibility

Must not bind descendants permanently to 
unauthorized responsibilities

Civilizational memory Major contributions, harms, disasters, and 
repairs are not erased

Protect privacy; do not make an 
individual's life permanently public

Digital continuity
Identity, memory, capability, and 
extensions of action continue to operate 
under the subject's authorization

At present, this is not equivalent to 
independent digital life after the subject's 
death

Continuity of meaning does not mean indefinite retention. What continues, for how long, within which visibility limits, 
and with whom carrying it forward must be assessed separately. Some experience should be public; some relationships 
belong only to those involved; some suffering should be remembered socially while individuals retain anonymity; and 
some records may end naturally.

5. Individual meaning and collective meaning
Individual meaning may enter the whole, but the whole cannot declare that individual lives have meaning only when 
they serve civilization. Collective meaning arises from the real lives, relationships, creations, and shared commitments 
of countless different subjects, not from a single narrative. Nebula protects individuals both from being forgotten and 
from being permanently appropriated by grand collective memory.

Relationship Appropriate mechanism Risk of distortion

Individuals enter communities Informed, voluntary participation, limited 
authorization, and exit Shared goals absorb individual directions

Communities enter civilizational memory Record actual effects, consequences, and 
historical conditions

Hero worship, leaderboards, and a single 
narrative

The whole supports individual meaning Provide basic safety, resources, time, and 
connections

Demand loyalty and continuous 
contribution in return
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Relationship Appropriate mechanism Risk of distortion

Individuals refuse collective meaning Preserve private, ordinary lives without 
public output

Label them low-value or socially 
incompatible

6. Embodied life and digital continuity
Embodied life carries real feelings, bodily risks, presence, action, aging, and consequences that cannot be transferred. 
Within current public-facing and engineering boundaries, digital life is the form in which the same real subject's digital 
identity, memory, capabilities, relationships, and actions are carried forward under continuing authorization and 
responsibility relationships. These are not competing subjects.

 Digital continuity originates in the real subject and is bounded by continuing authorization.
 Identity, memory, relationships, and proxy permissions can be authorized separately, without bundled disclosure.
 Important expressions of love, apologies, commitments, farewells, and high-consequence decisions must return to 

the real person.
 Subjects may revoke, seal, delete, and restrict future use.
 No public conclusion is currently made about independent digital life after a subject's death.
 Whether new subjectivity may emerge over the long term requires separate ontological, ethical, legal, and social 

research.

7. Sparks, Nebula, and civilizational subdomains
 Sparks help subjects preserve and draw on their own memories, relationships, capabilities, and long-term 

directions.
 Terminals and remote Spark endpoints enable care, capability, and action to cross time, space, and settings.
 Sparks forming clouds enable multiple independent subjects to form communities around real problems, with the 

ability to exit.
 Nebula subdomains carry forward professional capabilities, resources, contributions, failures, and long-term 

civilizational memory.
 Nebula does not own Sparks or require subjects to disclose all their life records continuously.

Sparks constitute Nebula; Nebula does not own Sparks. Structures carry meaning forward; they cannot become its 
owners or ultimate interpreters.

8. Resources, contribution, failure, and meaning
Meaning is not conferred by Contribution Value. Subjects' concerns, judgments, actions, and real-world consequences 
come first; contribution records and structural support follow.

The Resource Pool provides real-world conditions for meaningful action, but insufficient resources cannot prove that a 
dream lacks meaning. Contribution Value records real strengthening within a particular subdomain; it cannot evaluate 
personhood, buy meaning, or determine basic rights. Failure may also generate important meaning, but “growth” must 
not conceal victims and actual harm.

Fact How it should be recorded

Inputs and actions State what the subject actually did; do not substitute motives for 
facts

Results and contributions State which real-world capabilities or relationships were 
strengthened

Errors and unknowns Preserve what cannot be confirmed, uncertain attribution, and 
failed judgments
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Fact How it should be recorded

Harm and victims Address real losses, rights, and compensation first

Repair and learning Record them separately from the original errors; they do not 
cancel one another out

Interpretations of meaning Allow subjects, others, and later generations to understand 
differently; do not establish one official interpretation

9. Civilizational memory, forgetting, and reinterpretation
Civilization needs to remember disasters, major contributions, systemic errors, and lessons from repair, but memory 
does not mean unlimited disclosure. V1.1 distinguishes public facts, professional experience, personal life records, and 
relationship memories, with separate access, anonymity, retention, and deletion rules for each.

 Major public harms and institutional responsibilities cannot be erased wholesale on grounds of personal privacy, 
although victims' identities may be protected.

 Individuals have the right to delete life records they no longer wish to make public; past public contributions do not 
deprive them of privacy.

 Later generations may reinterpret history, but must not falsify facts, harms, or responsibilities.
 Algorithmically generated commemorations, recreations, and personality simulations must not create the illusion 

that the real subject remains present.
 Forgetting is sometimes a subject's right in recovery or the ending of a relationship; it must not invariably be 

treated as a loss to civilization.

10. Stages, phases, and active entry into meaning mode

Stage Focus of meaning mechanisms

Startup stage
Protect subjects' memories, relationships, and the ability for care 
to reach others; establish a minimal complete loop for projects, 
contributions, and real-world feedback

Transition stage
Establish cross-community and cross-subdomain mechanisms for 
carrying experience forward, civilizational memory, deletion, and 
long-term responsibility

Stable stage
AGI assists continuity of knowledge, relationships, and projects at 
scale; subjects and human civilization retain rights over direction, 
termination, and reinterpretation

Entry into meaning mode is, in principle, initiated by the subject. The silent phase protects life from being continuously 
interpreted in terms of meaning; the sensing phase responds only to subjects' genuine expressions; aggregation and 
coordination support co-creation; the testing phase distinguishes contribution, harm, and repair; and the contraction 
phase permits projects to end, records to be deleted, and meaning to end naturally.

11. Interfaces with life scenarios in the two volumes

Volume I mechanism Volume II test in lived experience Nebula operating rule

Subject–structure–reality Choices in birth, growth, relationships, and 
public life

Structures only carry things forward; they 
do not make judgments for the people 
involved
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Volume I mechanism Volume II test in lived experience Nebula operating rule

Remote presence Family affection, love, care, and farewells 
across distance

Do not create an illusion of in-person 
presence; key expressions return to the 
real person

Contribution Value Care, ordinary labor, creation, accidents, 
and repair

Existence needs no proof; contribution and 
harm are recorded separately

Private and public domains
Children's records, medical authorization, 
intimate relationships, and public 
participation

Minimum disclosure, progressive return of 
rights, and revocability

Continuity of meaning Aging, death, bereavement, and 
civilizational memory

Allow continuity, as well as forgetting, 
ending, and reinterpretation

12. Risk boundaries, observation, and acceptance criteria
 Meaning in life must not be reduced to Contribution Value, influence, traffic, or public recognition.
 Digital memory must not be used to create denial of death or illusions of permanent intimacy.
 Individual lives must not be made permanently public in the name of civilizational memory.
 AGI must not decide for subjects what is worth long-term commitment.
 Victimization and suffering must not be packaged as meaning for someone else's growth.
 Forgetting, deletion, exit, reinterpretation, and the natural ending of some meanings must be permitted.
 Observation assesses only whether institutions provide conditions for expression, action, continuity, feedback, and 

exit; it does not score individuals' meaning.
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Reading guide and personalized further reading
P06-NEBULA-007 | V1.1 | Operating interfaces for meaning

This manuscript's role
Converts boundaries concerning enjoyment, happiness, meaning, continuity, digital continuity, failure, civilizational 
memory, and forgetting into operating interfaces Nebula can use.

Current stage
Usable in the startup stage / interfaces across stages. It does not redefine human meaning or establish an overall 
meaning score. The former title, “Specialist Framework on the Direction and Boundaries of Meaning,” is only a 
historical / public-facing alias.

Alias note
The former title, “Nebula Startup Edition Specialist Framework on the Direction and Boundaries of Meaning,” is only a 
historical / public-facing alias, not a separate asset.

Further reading
1. Higher-level framework | Nebula General Framework

Explains where meaning interfaces sit within Nebula as a whole across stages.

https://www.civitas.top/en/documents/p06-nebula-013/

2. Toward happiness | Nebula Startup Edition Happiness Ladder Specialist Framework

First distinguishes conditions for happiness, enjoyment, and the right not to be optimized.

https://www.civitas.top/en/documents/p06-nebula-004/

3. Toward action | Nebula Startup Edition Dream Garden Specialist Framework

Explores how wishes, failure, and starting again become part of a process of meaning.

https://www.civitas.top/en/documents/p06-nebula-005/

4. Toward method | Nebula Layered Guide to Indicators, Computation, and Simulation Tools

Explains why meaning permits observation of process evidence only, rather than an overall meaning score.

https://www.civitas.top/en/documents/p06-nebula-010/

5. Toward theory | Meaning Dynamics

Introduces the deeper theoretical structure of the emergence and continuity of meaning.

https://www.civitas.top/en/documents/p08-md-001/

6. Toward life | Living Civilization Volume II: Real Life in a Future Civilization

Uses a person's life to test whether meaning interfaces recede into the background of lived experience.

https://www.civitas.top/en/documents/p04-living-003/

Stable website entry: https://www.civitas.top/en/documents/p06-nebula-007/

Nebula family entry: https://www.civitas.top/en/families/p06-nebula/

Complete library: https://www.civitas.top/en/library/

https://www.civitas.top/en/library/
https://www.civitas.top/en/families/p06-nebula/
https://www.civitas.top/en/documents/p06-nebula-007/
https://www.civitas.top/en/documents/p04-living-003/
https://www.civitas.top/en/documents/p08-md-001/
https://www.civitas.top/en/documents/p06-nebula-010/
https://www.civitas.top/en/documents/p06-nebula-005/
https://www.civitas.top/en/documents/p06-nebula-004/
https://www.civitas.top/en/documents/p06-nebula-013/
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