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Abstract

Modern knowledge achieved much of its precision through disciplinary specialization, but AGI-
oriented technologies are changing the conditions under which disciplinary conclusions can remain
local. The challenge is not merely capability growth. Relations long co-instantiated in human beings
—intelligence, consciousness, subjectivity, life, responsibility, rights, political standing, and
meaning-bearing—can now be technically separated, while Al capabilities enter causal chains
running through organizations, institutions, resources, social relations, and public power. The
function of disciplinary boundaries is therefore changing. They remain necessary to protect distinct
objects of inquiry, methods, and evidential standards, but they can no longer be treated as the
endpoint of real-world problems. A civilizational direction, institution, or proposal may
simultaneously involve engineering capability, legal authorization, economic distribution,
psychology, social relations, political power, ethics, and philosophical purpose; its overall
consequences emerge from interaction and feedback among these domains. This paper examines
this condition through Civilizational Transition Theory. It neither declares inherited theories
obsolete nor places the theory above the disciplines. It asks which inherited claims remain
warranted within their evidential scope, where cross-disciplinary inferences require renewed
justification, how disciplines can preserve independent judgment while reconnecting causal chains,
and how overall validity should be tested when locally warranted judgments interact. The
philosophical foundation remains explicit: meaning is foundational while its sources may differ;
finitude is not the only possible source of meaning, but is a central structure through which known
finite lives make choices, bear consequences, and acquire irreplaceable weight; for human beings,
time and space constitute lived life, whereas for current Al architectures they function primarily as
parameters, ordering constraints, locations, and resource conditions; constrained operation does
not by itself amount to finite existence. On current public evidence, Al should be treated as an
interpreter, protector, transmitter, and capability extension of meaning, while future subjectivity
remains open to evidence. The paper proposes eight shared rules of inference: separate objects;
separate attributes; justify boundary-crossing inferences; bind evidence to objects and conditions;

justify public power independently; preserve responsibility across complex systems; prevent local
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metrics from settling whole lives; and ensure authorization is finite while systems remain
replaceable, exitable, and retireable. These rules are put into dialogue with life sciences, philosophy
of mind, ethics, law, politics, economics, religious and spiritual traditions, social and cultural
inquiry, and computer and systems science. The aim is not disciplinary annexation, but to preserve
disciplinary precision while reconnecting judgments to causal chains no discipline can govern alone,
and to test whether locally warranted judgments remain defensible when combined. The revised
framework treats dimensional transformation as a condition of theoretical and civilizational
transformation. It investigates causal relations across dimensions, levels, perspectives, stages,
actors, and settings, tracing mediation, time lags, feedback, and changes in subsequent purposes.

Conceptual separation is a basis for this inquiry, not its endpoint.

Keywords: AGI; Civilizational Transition Theory; disciplinary boundaries; cross-disciplinary

inference; meaning; finitude; subjectivity; public authority
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