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Abstract

AGI expands the capacity to realize purposes without automatically changing how those purposes
originate. Civilizational Transition calls for a structural shift in the default starting logic of human and
AGIl goal and purpose generation: from self-interest first to self-interest with others first. Self-interest
remains; subjects with genuine stakes enter judgment before goals are generated and locked. This
paper connects that shift to cross-disciplinary causal analysis. It distinguishes two recursive paths: AGI-
amplified competition among humans, including faithful execution of competing human purposes;
and, if AGl ultimately becomes more capable than humans, recursive control and counter-control
between humans and AGI. Their interaction erodes the conditions for correction through irreversible
consequences. The central judgment is that civilization moves toward extinction if it cannot make this
transition. Shared continued existence is the floor, while freedom from survival insecurity, individually
experienced happiness, and lives of greater meaning are the long-term goals. Disciplinary
responsibilities therefore begin in purpose generation, while capability, experience, subject continuity,
protection, legal standing, political membership, public office, and sovereignty remain distinct. The
paper develops pre-goal causal standing, legitimate differences in stakeholder influence, protection
against rent-seeking, self-defense under nonideal conditions, and gradual institutional evolution.
Direction guides methods; outcomes recalibrate methods and causal understanding without
substituting a single local result for the civilizational direction. Specific counterexamples and
competing explanations remain open, and neither inherited authority nor civilizational scale grants
exemption from evidential responsibility. The argument is extended from conceptual separation to
dimensional transformation: disciplines retain their boundaries while investigating causal relations
across dimensions, levels, perspectives, stages, actors, and settings. Interaction and feedback must be
traced into the formation of subsequent purposes, rather than inferred from the conjunction of locally
valid claims.

Keywords: AGI; Civilizational Transition; goal generation; purpose generation; self-interest with others
first; recursive competition; disciplinary boundaries; meaning
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