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Abstract

Advanced generative and agentic Al systems are turning a problem long treated mainly as a philosophical
problem of other minds into a practical problem of experiment, engineering disclosure, open science, and
institutional response. The difficulty is not whether machines behave sufficiently like humans. Subjective
experience, diachronic continuity, and a system's relation to consequences borne as its own are not directly
readable output variables; behaviour, self-report, architecture, memory, copying, intervention, and long-run
choice provide only indirect evidence. This paper treats prospective artificial subjecthood as a problem of
heterogeneous other minds, latent constructs, and high-consequence decision-making. It separates facts,
data, indicators, evidence, justification, and institutional decisions; distinguishes task competence,
functional self-models, experience, continuity, consequence-awareness, moral patiency, moral agency, legal
standing, meaning-bearing, and governing power; and develops a claim-specific evidence progression from
registration and reproducibility to discriminating predictions, causal association, cross-domain convergence,
and adversarial robustness rather than a consciousness score. Negative findings are audited for sensitivity,
coverage, alternative channels, suppression, and failure visibility. Epistemic burdens are bidirectional, while
institutional risks remain asymmetric. Turing-style operationalization, construct validation,
underdetermination, severe testing, preregistration, clinical evidence on missed command-following, and
adversarial collaboration in consciousness science show why behaviour and self-report are neither
evidentially empty nor ontologically decisive. Publicly available evidence remains insufficient to establish
subjective experience, non-transferable subject continuity, and own-consequence awareness in current
advanced Al systems; this judgment must be indexed to systems, versions, observational access, and revision
conditions. Civilizational Transition contributes explicit philosophical and normative commitments rather
than scientific verdicts: intelligence, consciousness, subjecthood, responsibility, rights, and meaning-bearing
cannot be inferred merely from their historical co-instantiation in human beings; sources of meaning remain
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open; and finitude remains an important structure through which known human meaning enters reality and
acquires irreplaceable weight. Epistemology and philosophy of science can assess evidence quality and
warranted conclusion strength, but they cannot by themselves confer legal status, political authority, or
control over meaning. Once a conclusion crosses into mechanisms, protection, institutions, or public power,
the relevant scientific, ethical, legal, political, and systems disciplines must re-enter the judgment. The paper
further locates disciplinary responsibility before goal and purpose generation: a shift from self-interest first to
self-interest with others first brings subjects with genuine stakes into judgment before goals are formed and
locked. Facts, direction, methods, and outcomes remain distinct. The analysis is further extended to cross-
disciplinary causal relations. It traces how judgments in this field change real-world conditions through other
domains, and how feedback modifies the original conditions and subsequent purposes. Effects across actors,
stages, and settings must be distinguished from correlations, common causes, and merely asserted
connections.

Keywords: advanced Al; epistemology; philosophy of science; heterogeneous subjects; other minds;
construct validity; consciousness evidence; subject continuity; revisable inquiry
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