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Abstract

Advanced Al systems force three questions into the same institutional arena: who may be harmed by our
actions, who can answer for actions and bear responsibility, and who may legitimately make and enforce
common rules. In familiar human cases, moral patiency, agency, legal personhood, political membership,
and public authority are often borne by the same natural person. Artificial systems, by contrast, can separate
functional capacity, social recognition, possible experience, diachronic continuity, asset arrangements, and
governing permissions. Binary labels—tool or person, rights or no rights—therefore either postpone
protection until proof arrives or smuggle personhood and power into uncertain evidence. In dialogue with
competing traditions in ethics, jurisprudence, and political philosophy, this paper develops an unbundled
framework. Moral patiency is separated from moral agency; precautionary protection from confirmed
personhood; legal personhood is treated as a reviewable bundle of legal positions; causal contribution, role
responsibility, answerability, legal liability, blameworthiness, duties of repair, and political accountability are
recorded separately; and political membership is distinguished from public authority. The resulting
architecture includes a positive warrant matrix from potential interests and precautionary protection
through legal status and political membership to bounded public office, together with lifecycle responsibility,
modular rights, a separation of four forms of algorithmic power, fiduciary representation, and evidence-to-
institution transitions. Its governing rule is: protection may precede confirmation; personhood must be
justified; power requires an independent justification. Current international instruments establish human
rights, dignity, democracy, the rule of law, safety, transparency, and accountability as public baselines, but
do not adjudicate AGI's ontological subjecthood. Existing law is neither the ceiling of future moral inclusion
nor a warrant for granting personhood or sovereignty today. Civilizational Transition supplies a minimal
philosophical root: the historical co-instantiation of intelligence, consciousness, subjecthood, life,
responsibility, rights, and meaning-bearing in human beings is being technically separated; meaning is
fundamental and may have multiple sources; finitude is not the sole source of meaning but is an important
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structure through which known human meaning enters reality and acquires irreplaceable weight; and
capability, recognition, status, rights, and power must not be inferred from one another. The paper closes
with the strongest objections, defeat conditions, and a cross-disciplinary research agenda. The paper further
locates disciplinary responsibility before goal and purpose generation: a shift from self-interest first to self-
interest with others first brings subjects with genuine stakes into judgment before goals are formed and
locked. Facts, direction, methods, and outcomes remain distinct. The analysis is further extended to cross-
disciplinary causal relations. It traces how judgments in this field change real-world conditions through other
domains, and how feedback modifies the original conditions and subsequent purposes. Effects across actors,
stages, and settings must be distinguished from correlations, common causes, and merely asserted
connections.

Keywords: advanced Al; moral status; moral patiency; legal personhood; responsibility chain; public
authority; non-domination; contestability
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