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Abstract

The political significance of advanced artificial intelligence is not exhausted by the regulation of a high-risk
technology. Problem definition, evidence selection, classification, policy generation, resource allocation, and
execution are being recomposed across technical chains that connect public agencies, model providers, data
infrastructures, and platforms. Public power may therefore migrate through interfaces, defaults,
classifications, and automated action even when legal titles and formal sovereignty remain unchanged. This
paper advances an authority non-conversion principle: epistemic and predictive advantages may increase
evidential weight, and sustained performance may justify bounded delegation, but technical capability,
epistemic authority, administrative function, legal validity, institutional authorization, normative legitimacy,
and sovereignty do not automatically convert into one another. Legitimacy is treated as a seven-dimensional
vector—source, public purpose, representation and participation, procedure, capacity and performance,
distributive consequences, and correction and remedy—subject to rights and non-domination constraints
that cannot be purchased by aggregate performance. The argument further joins state capacity with non-
domination; defines meaningful human control through information, authority, time, and practical ability to
intervene; denies that developmental stages create authority while requiring task phases to bound
authorization; and distinguishes statutory termination from the independently verifiable disabling of
credentials, interfaces, agents, and supplier access. Robodebt, SyRI, State v. Loomis, Canada’ s federal
automated-decision regime, predictive policing, platform and deepfake governance, critical-infrastructure
risk, and autonomous weapons are used as bounded case materials rather than proof of a completed AGI
future. Civilizational Transition enters only as a minimal philosophical interface: when intelligence,
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subjecthood, responsibility, rights, and meaning-bearing cease to be naturally co-instantiated, public
institutions must restate who may decide, who bears consequences, who may contest, and how power
actually ends. Political science can independently analyze de facto power, authorization, legitimacy, and
sovereignty, but it cannot rewrite technical, biological, or subjecthood facts for political convenience; nor
does a locally valid political judgment by itself establish that an institution, technical arrangement, or
civilizational direction is sound as a whole. The paper further locates disciplinary responsibility before goal
and purpose generation: a shift from self-interest first to self-interest with others first brings subjects with
genuine stakes into judgment before goals are formed and locked. Facts, direction, methods, and outcomes
remain distinct. The analysis is further extended to cross-disciplinary causal relations. It traces how
judgments in this field change real-world conditions through other domains, and how feedback modifies the
original conditions and subsequent purposes. Effects across actors, stages, and settings must be
distinguished from correlations, common causes, and merely asserted connections.

Keywords: advanced Al; political legitimacy; public power; state capacity; algorithmic governance;
emergency powers; non-domination; responsibility chain; multilevel governance; sovereignty
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