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Abstract

Economic debate on AGl is often compressed into a technological forecast: will machines replace labour? The
deeper break lies elsewhere. Productive capability, labour input, asset ownership, value realization,
contribution attribution, and distributive power no longer coincide. This paper develops an auditable
framework across economics, political economy, and value theory. It distinguishes price, utility or welfare,
economic output, contribution, meaning-making, and authority over meaning; it then proposes a composite
AGI production chain, a four-track distributive architecture, event-specific contribution records, public-return
boundaries, bundles of resource rights, and a stage-sensitive political economy. Prices remain important
signals under scarcity, but cannot adjudicate personhood, public value, or eligibility to exist. Evidence
through August 2026 supports real but heterogeneous task-level productivity gains while showing that such
gains do not automatically aggregate into earnings, hours, firm productivity, or macroeconomic welfare;
diffusion depends on task composition, digital infrastructure, organisational redesign, skills, competition,
and institutions. The four-track architecture, contribution-event model, public-return rules, and resource-
rights bundles are therefore C-class institutional hypotheses, not established empirical-economics results;
they must contract or be abandoned if they perform worse than competing arrangements. Civilizational
Transition supplies only a minimal philosophical interface: meaning may have plural sources; finitude is not
its sole source; and capability, recognition, status, rights, power, and authority over meaning must not be
inferred from one another. The paper ends with pressure tests, strongest objections, defeat conditions, and a
cross-disciplinary research agenda. The paper further locates disciplinary responsibility before goal and
purpose generation: a shift from self-interest first to self-interest with others first brings subjects with
genuine stakes into judgment before goals are formed and locked. Facts, direction, methods, and outcomes
remain distinct. The analysis is further extended to cross-disciplinary causal relations. It traces how
judgments in this field change real-world conditions through other domains, and how feedback modifies the
original conditions and subsequent purposes. Effects across actors, stages, and settings must be
distinguished from correlations, common causes, and merely asserted connections.
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