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Abstract

As advanced artificial intelligence enters scriptural retrieval, doctrinal explanation, prayer support, ritual
mediation, spiritual companionship, and postmortem simulation, the central problem is no longer exhausted
by asking whether a machine has a soul. The prior institutional problem is whether experiential occurrence,
religious attribution, metaphysical truth, communal recognition, religious office, legal status, and public
authority are being silently converted into one another through linguistic resemblance, functional success, or
social acceptance. This paper develops a layered public grammar across religious studies, the epistemology
of religious experience, lived religion, freedom of religion or belief, Indigenous data governance, and the
ethics of digital remains. A religious or mystical experience may be real as an event in a life while the public
warrant for a specific transcendent interpretation remains unsettled. Science can study the conditions,
structures, and consequences of experience, but its methodological limits do not prove or disprove
transcendent objects. Public institutions should protect belief, nonbelief, change, and silence without
adopting either religious or naturalist official metaphysics. Civilizational Transition supplies only a minimal
philosophical interface: meaning is foundational but may have plural sources; finitude is not the sole source
of meaning, yet it gives known human meaning temporal, relational, consequential, and irreplaceable
weight; and current evidence does not establish subjective experience, non-transferable continuity, or an
own-consequence relation in advanced Al. Only in deployments with traceable responsibility, explicit
authorization, auditability, correctability, and genuine exit may current advanced Al be assigned functional
roles in understanding, preserving, translating or transmitting meaning and extending human capability.
Such roles do not by themselves confer revelation, ordination, lineage, conscience, absolution, religious
membership, or spiritual authority. Nor do digital archives, personality models, and generative memorial
agents demonstrate the continuation of a deceased person’ s first-person perspective. Six pressure cases—
Al scriptural interpretation, religious robots, Al-mediated mystical experience, digital replicas of the dead,
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Indigenous sacred corpora, and an Al claiming revelation—are used to articulate an authority non-conversion
principle, a prohibition on spiritual total ledgers, a duty of system withdrawal, reciprocal burdens of
evidence, and explicit revision conditions. The aim is not to fuse incompatible doctrines into a universal
religion, but to show how doctrinal disagreement, experiential uncertainty, and equal citizenship can coexist
within a common world structured by rights, consent, exit, accountability, and contestability. The paper
further locates disciplinary responsibility before goal and purpose generation: a shift from self-interest first to
self-interest with others first brings subjects with genuine stakes into judgment before goals are formed and
locked. Facts, direction, methods, and outcomes remain distinct. The analysis is further extended to cross-
disciplinary causal relations. It traces how judgments in this field change real-world conditions through other
domains, and how feedback modifies the original conditions and subsequent purposes. Effects across actors,
stages, and settings must be distinguished from correlations, common causes, and merely asserted
connections.

Keywords: advanced Al; religious studies; religious experience; ultimate concern; finitude; public evidence;
spiritual authority; digital remains; freedom of religion or belief
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