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Abstract

The strategic significance of advanced artificial intelligence does not lie only in improved weapon
performance. Al is entering the processes by which states perceive threats, fuse intelligence, generate
options, allocate authority, signal resolve, coordinate alliances, and act under time pressure. A technically
reliable system does not therefore imply a strategically stable interaction. Under some conditions, one
actor’s attempt to shorten its decision cycle may induce rivals to accelerate, expand preauthorization, or
shorten verification, communication, and de-escalation windows; under others, it may prompt restraint,
independent verification, oversight, refusal, or reciprocal guardrails. Better sensing, simulation, warning,
defensive coordination, and crisis communication may also reduce misperception. The effect of Al on
strategic stability is therefore conditional rather than technologically predetermined.

This article builds from the established literatures on the security dilemma, deterrence, crisis bargaining,
alliances, signaling, misperception, arms competition, command and control, and organizational failure. It
distinguishes established facts and formal institutional materials (A), competing and unsettled explanations
(B), cross-domain structural hypotheses requiring empirical validation (C), and the author’s explicit
normative commitments (F). Its central claim is that the key unit of analysis is strategic interaction, not the
Al system alone. Shared survival is treated only as a normative floor: it does not erase legitimate state
security interests, authorize unilateral disarmament, create world sovereignty, or substitute for legal and
ethical judgment.
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