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Abstract

Artificial intelligence is becoming a general-purpose condition that cuts across science, work,
education, health care, government, culture, relationships, security, and infrastructure. This paper
does not attempt to predict an exact arrival date for AGI, nor does it assume machine
consciousness, superintelligence, or post-scarcity. Instead, it asks a more immediate civilizational
question: as increasingly capable Al systems enter real institutions and reshape knowledge, labor,
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responsibility, resources, relationships, and power, what directions remain open to human
choice?

The paper distinguishes what is already visible, what may plausibly continue if current
capability, cost, and adoption trends persist, and what remains genuinely open. It treats the
following as normative commitments rather than scientific findings: civilizational survival is a
non-negotiable floor; beyond survival, the desired direction is progressively toward freedom from
basic insecurity, a happier and richer lived life, and wider conditions for people to generate
meaning through relationships, creation, care, learning, responsibility, public participation, faith,
exploration, and existence itself. These goals cannot be collapsed into one score or traded against
basic rights.

The proposed method is deliberately non-blueprint: begin with real problems and affected
people; allow old and new arrangements to coexist; compare outcomes; preserve the capacity to
fail, exit, and revise; use Al to augment human judgment, responsibility, growth, and direction-
setting rather than silently displace them; and adapt priorities across phases. Civilizational
direction is therefore not a forecast. It is a choice that must remain answerable to evidence,
professional knowledge, lived experience, and failure.

Keywords: AGI era; civilizational transition; artificial intelligence; human development; structural
meaning; human agency; well-being; meaningful life
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